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§383.7

Tank vehicle means any commercial
motor vehicle that is designed to trans-
port any liquid or gaseous materials
within a tank or tanks having an indi-
vidual rated capacity of more than 119
gallons and an aggregate rated capac-
ity of 1,000 gallons or more that is ei-
ther permanently or temporarily at-
tached to the vehicle or the chassis. A
commercial motor vehicle transporting
an empty storage container tank, not
designed for transportation, with a
rated capacity of 1,000 gallons or more
that is temporarily attached to a flat-
bed trailer is not considered a tank ve-
hicle.

Texting means manually entering al-
phanumeric text into, or reading text
from, an electronic device.

(1) This action includes, but is not
limited to, short message service,
emailing, instant messaging, a com-
mand or request to access a World Wide
Web page, pressing more than a single
button to initiate or terminate a voice
communication using a mobile tele-
phone, or engaging in any other form
of electronic text retrieval or entry, for
present or future communication.

(2) Texting does not include:

(i) Inputting, selecting, or reading in-
formation on a global positioning sys-
tem or navigation system; or

(ii) Pressing a single button to ini-
tiate or terminate a voice communica-
tion using a mobile telephone; or

(iii) Using a device capable of per-
forming multiple functions (e.g., fleet
management systems, dispatching de-
vices, smart phones, citizens band ra-
dios, music players, etc.) for a purpose
that is not otherwise prohibited in this
part.

Third party skills test examiner means
a person employed by a third party
tester who is authorized by the State
to administer the CDL skills tests
specified in subparts G and H of this
part.

Third party tester means a person (in-
cluding, but not limited to, another
State, a motor carrier, a private driver
training facility or other private insti-
tution, or a department, agency or in-
strumentality of a local government)
authorized by the State to employ
skills test examiners to administer the
CDL skills tests specified in subparts G
and H of this part.

49 CFR Ch. Il (10-1-13 Edition)

United States means the 50 States and
the District of Columbia.

Vehicle means a motor vehicle unless
otherwise specified.

Vehicle group means a class or type of
vehicle with certain operating charac-
teristics.

[62 FR 20587, June 1, 1987, as amended at 53
FR 27648, July 21, 1988; 53 FR 39050, Oct. 4,
1988; 54 FR 40787, Oct. 3, 1989; 59 FR 26028,
May 18, 1994; 61 FR 9566, Mar. 8, 1996; 61 FR
14679, Apr. 3, 1996; 62 FR 37151, July 11, 1997;
67 FR 49756, July 31, 2002; 68 FR 23849, May 5,
2003; 73 FR 173123, Dec. 1, 2008; 75 FR 59134,
Sept. 27, 2010; 76 FR 26878, May 9, 2011; 76 FR
75486, Dec. 2, 2011; 78 FR 58479, Sept. 24, 2013;
78 FR 60231, Oct. 1, 2013]

§383.7 Validity of CDL issued by de-
certified State.

A CDL issued by a State prior to the
date the State is notified by the Ad-
ministrator, in accordance with the
provisions of §384.405 of this sub-
chapter, that the State is prohibited
from issuing CDLs, will remain valid
until its stated expiration date.

[67 FR 49756, July 31, 2002]

Subpart B—Single License
Requirement

§383.21 Number of drivers’ licenses.

No person who operates a commercial
motor vehicle shall at any time have
more than one driver’s license.

[64 FR 48110, Sept. 2, 1999]

§383.23 Commercial driver’s license.

(a) General rule. (1) No person shall
operate a commercial motor vehicle
unless such person has taken and
passed written and driving tests for a
CLP or CDL that meet the Federal
standards contained in subparts F, G,
and H of this part for the commercial
motor vehicle that person operates or
expects to operate.

(2) Except as provided in paragraph
(b) of this section, no person may le-
gally operate a CMV unless such person
possesses a CDL which meets the
standards contained in subpart J of
this part, issued by his/her State or ju-
risdiction of domicile.

(b) Exception. (1) If a CMV operator is
not domiciled in a foreign jurisdiction
that the Administrator has determined
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tests drivers and issues CDLs in ac-
cordance with, or under standards
similar to, the standards contained in
subparts F, G, and H of this part,! the
person may obtain a Non-domiciled
CLP or Non-domiciled CDL from a
State that does comply with the test-
ing and licensing standards contained
in such subparts F, G, and H of this
part, so long as that person meets the
requirements of §383.71(f).

(2) If an individual is domiciled in a
State while that State is prohibited
from issuing CDLs in accordance with
§384.405 of this subchapter, that indi-
vidual is eligible to obtain a Non-domi-
ciled CLP or Non-domiciled CDL from
any State that elects to issue a Non-
domiciled CDL and which complies
with the testing and licensing stand-
ards contained in subparts F, G, and H
of this part, so long as that person
meets the requirements of §383.71(f).

(3) If an individual possesses a CLP,
as defined in §383.5, the individual is
authorized to operate a class of CMV as
provided by the CLP in accordance
with §383.25.

[76 FR 26878, May 9, 2011]

§383.25 Commercial learner’s permit

.

(a) A CLP is considered a valid CDL
for purposes of behind-the-wheel train-
ing on public roads or highways, if all
of the following minimum conditions
are met:

(1) The CLP holder is at all times ac-
companied by the holder of a valid CDL
who has the proper CDL group and en-
dorsement(s) necessary to operate the

1Effective December 29, 1988, the Adminis-
trator determined that commercial driver’s
licenses issued by Canadian Provinces and
Territories in conformity with the Canadian
National Safety Code are in accordance with
the standards of this part. Effective Novem-
ber 21, 1991, the Administrator determined
that the new Licencias Federales de Con-
ductor issued by the United Mexican States
are in accordance with the standards of this
part. Therefore, under the single license pro-
vision of §383.21, a driver holding a commer-
cial driver’s license issued under the Cana-
dian National Safety Code or a new Licencia
Federal de Conductor issued by Mexico is
prohibited from obtaining a non-domiciled
CDL, or any other type of driver’s license,
from a State or other jurisdiction in the
United States.

§383.25

CMV. The CDL holder must at all
times be physically present in the front
seat of the vehicle next to the CLP
holder or, in the case of a passenger ve-
hicle, directly behind or in the first
row behind the driver and must have
the CLP holder under observation and
direct supervision.

(2) The CLP holder holds a valid driv-
er’s license issued by the same jurisdic-
tion that issued the CLP.

(3) The CLP holder must have taken
and passed a general knowledge test
that meets the Federal standards con-
tained in subparts F, G, and H of this
part for the commercial motor vehicle
that person operates or expects to op-
erate.

(4) The CLP holder must be 18 years
of age or older.

(5) Endorsements:

(i) A CLP holder with a passenger (P)
endorsement must have taken and
passed the P endorsement knowledge
test. A CLP holder with a P endorse-
ment is prohibited from operating a
CMV carrying passengers, other than
Federal/State auditors and inspectors,
test examiners, other trainees, and the
CDL holder accompanying the CLP
holder as prescribed by paragraph (a)(1)
of this section. The P endorsement
must be class specific.

(ii) A CLP holder with a school bus
(S) endorsement must have taken and
passed the S endorsement knowledge
test. A CLP holder with an S endorse-
ment is prohibited from operating a
school bus with passengers other than
Federal/State auditors and inspectors,
test examiners, other trainees, and the
CDL holder accompanying the CLP
holder as prescribed by paragraph (a)(1)
of this section.

(iii) A CLP holder with a tank vehi-
cle (N) endorsement must have taken
and passed the N endorsement knowl-
edge test. A CLP holder with an N en-
dorsement may only operate an empty
tank vehicle and is prohibited from op-
erating any tank vehicle that pre-
viously contained hazardous materials
that has not been purged of any res-
idue.

(iv) All other Federal endorsements
are prohibited on a CLP.

(6) The CLP holder does not operate a
commercial motor vehicle transporting
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